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This zine is dedicated to my Grandma, Vera Packebush, for always being there to 
cheer me on and for constantly harping on me with "You should write that down 
you know." Happy 81st birthday grandma! 

Some Disorganized Thoughts from the Editor 

The Edgy-catin' Mania is a self-published feminist home schooling /inc. It is also an affordable form of therapy for me, arid 
hopefully for you too As a feminist homeschoohng mom. who is sometimes grumpy frustrated and tired 1 often times found 
that the other homeschoohng publications out there did not speak to me Sure I love, and depend on, 1 lome Education 
magazine and (irowing Without Schooling but often 1 come away from reading them feeling like everyone else has perfect 
little, self-moli vated genrus children It sometimes seemed that all of the other homeschoohng mothers in the world are 
always smiling and every moment is a teachable moment to them In my house some moments are wonderful, magical, 
teachable moments but many other moments are teeth grinding blood pressure rising, chaos filled, 
|ust-try -to-get-through-it -alive moments 

1 know I am not alone in this and I wanted to find my village. I wanted to find my village of feminist, homeschoohng (this 
includes ALL methods of homeschoohng and alternative education) outsidc-the-mainstream mamas who were tired of living 
behind ihc everything-is-perfcct mask 1 wanted to connect with women who were not afraid of a little honesty So the 
Edgy-catin' Mama was born 

When 1 started this venture 1 envisioned an edgy , raw, homemade publication 1 wanted honesty and reality As more and 
more people started to request my zine 1 began to change my vision a bit. 1 decided that maybe it needed to be a bit more 
professional looking, maybe a little less harsh maybe a few more warm fuzzies As time passed though, I have returned to 
my original vision homemade and real 1 am sure this will offend some, but that is ok. Hopefully, while U may offend a few, 
it will also help others who are struggling and feeling inadequate in this huge and wonderful homeschoohng adventure. 

This is my zine and so I will make it what I I want it to be. Each issue will be a bit different than the one before. Sometimes 
you might run across a cuss word because in my happy homescheol house they are at limes mumbled Some stories will be 
about those perfect days and others w ill be about those horrible, 1-am-a-complete-failurc-as-a-mom days You will most 
likely find typos and an occasional grammar or punctuation mistake Staring at the same writing day after day I will miss 
things, plus I am terrible at punctuation so please forgive me If anyone out there would like to work for absolutely no pay as 
an assistant editor give me a shout You arc hired 

I am eager to hcai your stones If you have a tip. hint, rant, vent, day-in-the-hfc, ramble, essay, or article that you would like 
to submit please send it in the body of an email to npackebushia}aol corn No attachments please Please keep in mind that 
I he Edgy-catin' Mama is not a place to bash the public schools or to debate which homeschoohng method is the best method 
It is, howevei .i safe place for All. feminist homeschoohng mamas You will Ix- rewarded with 4 free copies ol the issue you 
arc published in and a generous bio that can include info on yom business or service If you would like t<> subscribe t" the 
Edgy-catin' Mama please send $X foi a yeai subscription (4 issues) oi $2 fol one issue to Nina Packebush. 903 Dyei Rd. 
Sultan WA 98294 Make your check oi money ordo OUl to Nina Packebush N< >T The Ed© -calm' Mama If you are really 
Strapped right no\* but would still like t«> recieve this zine then JUSl drop me a note telling me you are strapped and 1 will 
send you a cops an) Wa) The onl) catch is that if you win the lottery you have to promise to buy me a coffee press and a 
pound "I Strong, fail trade, organic coffee 01 a new car. I am flexible, 

Cheers, 

Nina 












Snippets from our happy home school... 
In our home we have many nicknames for each other. Here are a few of the names my 

kids have for me: 
Jason calls me Grumpus, Homey G (G stands for Grumpus) and G (again stands for 

Grumpus) 

Hailey calls me Mumsy, Mothergoose and Master 

Sydney calls me Mamaduck (to this I must call her Daisy) and Mumsy 

All of the kids also call me The Soup Goddess (ok I make them call me this whenever 1 

make soup but 1 do make really good soup) 
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With any luck the next issue (due out in January) will include: 

-Stories from grown home/unschoolers 

-Radical Unschooling Q&A 

-Wilderness Awareness Community School-the greatest school ever. 

-A day in the life 

and much more. 

Deadline for submissions is December 15th, but the earlier the better! 

Photos are welcome but please email me for info on sending photos. 

npackebush@aol.com 
To subscribe be sure to send check or money order ($8 per year of $2 per issue) 

to: 
Nina Packebush 903 Dyer RD, Sultan WA 98294 
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Our Trip 
by Hailey Packebush-Franko 

We were going to Texas. I was kind of excited, but not really. I was worried about my animals 
and 1 didn't want to fly. We were finally on the plane and the pilot gives the weather , it was 85 
in Texas at 8:00 at night. OK so that wasn't so bad, except it was 8:00 at night and I was wearing 
baggy pants, a tank top and a wool snow-boarding hat. I thought I was going to die! 

The plane finally landed. It seemed like it took forever for the plane to land, especially with 
Sydney, my little sister, talking the whole tie. When we got off the plane my grandpa, 
step-grandma and 15 year-old brother were waiting. My grandpa was wearing a cowboy hat, 
birkenstocks, cut-offs and a T-shirt. He thinks he looks like a cowboy. My step-grandma and 
brother looked embarrassed, probably because grandpa was jumping up and down waving his 
arms. 

We got our bags and headed outside. It was like being in an oven soaking wet. It was awful. 
We got to the house and it was like a mansions-stone floors, wood framed glass cabinets, wood 
floors and it was big. If you go outside you have to worry about fire ants. They were everywhere 
and there were toads everywhere too. It is also as flat as flat could be-no mountains, no hills and 
the trees were really small. 

I didn't really like Texas. I liked visiting my grandpa and Lori but Texas just wasn't my kind of 
place. I liked the horses, the hot tub and the neighbor's pool. We did a lot of fun stuff, but I was 
ready to go home. It was Tuesday when we were going home. We were at the gate and 
everything was ready. I was very excited, we were going homc.or were we? 

We were right there at the gate. My mom and I went to use the bathrooms and we walked by 
a TV. When we saw the Pentagon it was on fire and there was smoke everywhere. The sound 
was turned off. We didn't have time to watch, we walked back to where we were sitting and my 
grandma called and said 2 planes hit the World Trade Center Twin Towers, 1 hit the Pentagon 
and one was missing. She said they were high-jacked by terrorists. We were walking onto the 
plane when a man walked off, with his cell phone, and said his friend called and said the 
airports were closing. The ticket person said it wasn't, the man insisted it was. 

So our flight ended up being canceled and the airport was shut down. We went to get our 
bags, it took forever. While we were waiting we booked another flight for the next day, we really 
didn't have any idea what had happened. We got our bags and left. When we got back to 
grandpas and saw CNN, it was very, very scary. I was glad we didn't get on that plane. We ended 
up staying another week because our flights were canceled. We considered driving, especially 
when we heard that two men with box cutters, hair die and plane tickets were pulled off a train 
right there in Fort Worth. I didn't want to fly. I would have rather walked. 

I enjoyed the last week, but we didn't do a whole lot. It was kind of a stressful week. 

We finally got home and now everything is back to normal. I am glad to be home and our 
flight went well. I was very nervous to fly, but once we were in the air it was fine. Well that pretty 
much sums it up. 



The Science of Laundry 

by Mary Iximken 

It's interesting what you learn when you homeschool 7 children. To be more accurate, unschool 7 children. One 
of the lessons is a no-brainer: Laundry never ends. Ahhh, but the lessons learned sorting laundry, THAT is truly 
amazing. 

Sorting through my 5 year olds laundry is always an exciting thing. A bountiful science lesson in every load. One 
such lesson, I was reminded of this week. As I was sorting through her things, I came across her knit top - you know, 
the kind with ribs? Stuck in the ribs of this top were some dandelion "wishes". My mind drifted back to a few days 
before when we were blowing dandelion wishes (yes, our neighbors love us). The blowing of the wishes sparked 
conversation about seeds. 

We discussed how the "wishes" are seeds and when we blow them, they float in the air to land in a new place. We 
talked about how dandelions will grow from that seed and provide us with new "Wishes" to blow. We also talked 
about how the neighbors would not be so thrilled about the "wishes". 

I picked up another shirt, and there it was, a grass stain on the back-Spray and Wash is my friend. Again, my mind 
thought back to that same week. Lying in the grass, looking up at the "helicopters" - thousands of them, that currently 
adorn the Maple Tree so large and generously providing shade. We talked about the "helicopters" and how, when 
they are just the right readiness, they will float to earth to become little maple trees. That birds will eat some of them, 
some will land in yards where the lawn mowers will get them, some on the cement, where the street sweeper will. Still 
others will land in the perfect spot, on the side of our house, where they will sprout and become little Maple Tree 
Saplings. 1 didn't tell her 

that Daddy would rip them out soon after they sprouted to protect the house from the large tree that it could 
become. Every year we pull up 10 to 20 saplings. Wc talked about the rain and wind and sun and all the things 
needed to make the seeds turn into trees. Well - all of this remembering isn't getting the laundry done, now is it? 
Where is that shirt? The white one with the peach stains. Ahhh, here it is. Oh my - that was a week, wasnt it? 
Jessica was on a roll. She came to me with the "pit" wrapped in her shirt. "Mom, this is the peach pit - is it a seed 
too?" 

Well - you got it, we explored the workings of a peach pit, why we couldn't grow a peach tree from that particular pit, 
talked about our weather, and the kind of weather peaches like, the kind of weather we get, etc. 1 hunt down the 
pictures of our family picking peaches, and we open a jar of canned peaches from that trip last year. Ahhh, that was a 
nice day with my somewhat hyper daughter. She made the connection during the Peach Conversation that the wishes, 
the helicopters and the pits were all seeds. All different, but all important. 

Yep, there is Science in the Laundry. This week it was Botany. Next week? Well, I'm hoping it isn't about 
exploring the invertebrates the fit into pockets. I know Jessica will lead me to something though, and she'll learn and 
grow and understand that life and learning go hand in hand, and what a nice way it is to teach mommy a few things. 



-Sydney -falling a&l-ecf> °^ 
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Radical Unschooling 

By Valerie Fitzenreiier 

You can lead a child to a textbook, but you cannot force her to leam. The desire to learn is inherent in most people from 
birth. If a child is given the freedom to learn at her own pace, she will continue learning as she did from infancy. It is a common 
misconception that the only things that children can learn naturally are walking and talking, hut in reality many things can he 
absorbed naturally. Unschooling is child-led learning. The child decides what she will study, when she will study and if she will 
study. Radical unschooling gives the child free reign over her life, allowing her to make decisions about everything that concerns 
her. There are no forced bedtimes, no room-cleaning rules, and no punishment/reward systems. The child is not manipulated to 
perform according to the standards of a school board. 

Unschooling is not about teaching children as much as it is about embracing a respectful and friendly coexistence between 

parents and children. Radical unschooling allows the child to mature naturally and without the unquestioned expectations that 
are forced upon most children through authoritative parenting and forced learning. It is impossible to live our lives totally free 
of obstacles, but to put unnecessary obstacles in the lives of our children as they mature only serves to frustrate them and delay 

their smooth arrival into responsible adulthood. 

We are all unique individuals learning at our own pace, pursuing those things that interest us with motivation that is inside of 
us. If children are allowed to do this from birth, their interests expand and their capacity for learning is immense. Allowing a 
child to engage in the activities that she has chosen for herself shows her that she is trusted to know what she needs. That builds 
self-confidence in her, which gives her permission within herself to become fully immersed in her endeavor, and then move on to 
something else. 

The school system attempts to push all children through subjects at the same pace. It does not seem to occur to them that 
each child is unique and should not be put into a mold that was formed by archaic notions. Some children are ready to read at 
age three while others, if allowed the freedom, have no interest in reading until they are in their late teens. When learning is not 
allowed to happen naturally, the result of forced learning is usually only temporary memorization. Memorization becomes a 
survival tool through twelve years of classes that bore most children, and focus more on conformity and discipline than on the joy 
of learning. 

There will be varied lengths of time when a child appears to be doing nothing productive. If he is not nagged and coerced to 
do the things that her parents think she should be doing, she will use this time for self-discovery. Daydreaming and 'mindless' 
activities are more vital to the personal growth of children than doing repetitive schoolwork. Because of this, patience is the 
single most important quality for an unschooling parent to possess. Most parents have been trained to have rigid ideas about 
what a child should be doing at different levels. It's a challenge for some parents, but to unschool, they must realize that each 
child's intellectual evolution often has nothing to do with the prescribed school curriculum for his age. 

Unschooling threatens people who are unsure about personal freedom. They are accustomed to living within a box that has 
been defined by their parents, teachers, peers and society. Stepping outside of that box takes courage and a willingness to effect 
a change in ones' life. Relinquishing the power trip that is too often associated with parenting and giving a child freedom to 
learn at her own pace, will result in a myriad of benefits to both parents and children. 

A child who has been unschooled becomes a strong, self-disciplined, self-motivated, and independent adult. She can move 
straight into adulthood, forgoing the need to work through the common pains of childhood inflicted on most children by 
controlling adults. She can progress more easily through life because of the atmosphere of approval and acceptance in which she 
was raised. When your actions are approved of by those you love most, your ability to grow and leam is multiplied ten-fold. 
Disapproval instigates defensiveness and eventually rebellion in most children. I am not simply repeating theories that 1 have 
read in John Holt's books; I am speaking from experience. My daughter, Laurie, is twenty-one years old and was unschooled all 
of her life. There were no demands placed on her, no one looking over her shoulder telling her to "do something," and no 
pressures to perform at her 'grade level.' She was free to do as she pleased, as long as it did not interfere 



THE BABY TURTLES SAVE THE DAY 

By Sydney Packebush-Franko, age 4 (with a little help from Hailey) 

Once upon a time there were three turtles and the mommy turtle got lost. The baby turtles 

walked around trying to find their mommy and they saw another turtle and thought it was their 

mommy, but it wasn't. The mommy turtle went into the woods and got even more lost and got 

stuck in a tree. And the baby turtles went in to the woods and found her and then they saved 

her. 

When they got home the mommy said, "You turtles are so nice. You are going to be very nice 

and smart girls when you grow up." Then the mommy got sick and the baby turtles gave her lots 

of medicine and she got better. Then they were so happy they went out for dinner and lived 

happy ever after. 




* Sydney who just turned 4 loves her bird, Starbuck, and her guinea pigs, Ghosty and Hamster. 

She likes turtles too, but doesn't have one. Oh, and cats, and dogs and birds and rabbits and her 

dad likes dead mice... or say she says. Sydney helped write her bio. 





When Cats and Dogs Share 

by Mallory Hobson 

Once upon a time, there was a rat, a cat, and a dog. The rat was on a mat. 

The cat said 'I will eat the rat'; the dog said 'I will eat the rat'. 

The rat said 'No! No no no no!' 

The cat said 'I will eat the rat 1 . 

The dog said 'I will eat the rat'. 

The cat said 'I said I wanted to eat the rat first'! 

The dog said 'No, me first!" . 

So the cat and the dog had a fight,and then they decided to share the rat. They broke it in 

half and the cat got the top part and the dog ate up the bottom. 

The end. 

*Mallory, aged 5, unschooler since birth Writes, reads, draws, can identify a parasauroluphus fossil 
at 10 yards and has just danced in her first ballet production She has no plans on joining the 
mainsteam in her future. 
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